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for pode! influence in the ay aſt year, gave me no 
all concern. 

Unconnected with either ſide, I felt a ene indignation at - that | 
torrent of invective which was poured forih on both ſides. And 
now that the ſame ſtruggle is revived, I cannot help thinking, 
that, as it is a matter of ſome importance to this country in ge- 
neral, and of the greateſt importance to the city of Edinburgh in 
particular, into whoſe political ſcale che weight of the metropolis 
of Scotland is thrown, it deſerves a more calm diſcuſſion than 
perſons er involved in the conteſt are qualified to beſtow up” 
; on it. ef ing 1 

1 addreits Hy our my file, Seen, the moependeut 
| ncwbes of the e becauſe I am well aſſured, if you 
will exert. yourſelves, amber are ſufficient to carry the enfaing 
elections; becauſe you alone are intitled to any conſideration from 
your fellow-citizens; and becauſe i it is from your ſpirited and vi- 
$orous conduct they prognoſticate a happy iſſue to this conteſt. 

I do not mean to amuſe you with any ideal ſchemes of ſhaking 
-yourlaltes looſe from all manner of connection with great men, 
or of erecting a kind of republic within your own walls, I take 
matters upon the foot they now ſtand, and have ftood ſince the 
union of the Kingdoms. I {hall take it for granted, that you may 
ſtill think it expedient, in the preſent ſituation of rhe metropolis, 
to accept of the patronage and ſupport of ſome great man in this 
country, who will find it bath for his honour and his intereſt to 
exert himſelf t 'the utmoſt for the good of the town, in lien o 
khat political credit 
tion. 
. Upon this ſuppaſition, then, Gentlemen, the only a with 
vou is, Who 1s the man in this country whoſe patronage will, 
upon the whole, be moſt honourable and beneficial ro the Good 
. Town! ? In order to aſſiſt you in forming your judgement " 
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this particular, ſuffer me to ſuggeſt a few qualifications which are 


requiſite upon the part of any great man (whoever he 18) to 


fy whoſe friends you are to commit the adminiſtration of the city 
at the enſuing elections, and by the application of which you 


may be enabled to Judge of the merit and DL an of the ſeve- 


ral candidates. . wy 8 


The firſt qualification l. a mention ente to the perſonal 
n of your patron. He ought to be one wh has given 


ſubſtantial proofs of his firm attachment to his country, and in- 


defatigable zeal to promote its intereſt. In other words, he ought 


to be a patriot in principles and conduct: by which I do not mean, 


that he is one who connects himfelf with every faction, in o 


fition to government; but that he is one who will adhere to 9 55 


niſtration while he judges that it purſues ſuch meaſures as are for 
the good of the country; and at the ſame time has fpirit to op- 


poſe every meafure which he deems. inconfiftent with this great 
end, or with the intereſt of any e with which Be! is con- ö 


nected. 


2do, His rank and fortune ought to be mch, as not only t to ive 


Him eaſy acceſs to the Sovereign and Parliament, when applica- 
tion to either or both in behalf of the city is neceſſary, but alſo 


do put it. out of the qwer os his ſovereign, by honours or emo- 
tuments of any Kind, to leckuce him from the true Intereſts of his 


country. | 5 


Ztio, You will PEPE it of the laſt nance to they metropolis 


that the perſon you make choice of be one who is, by birth; alli- 


ance, ke friend{hip, connected with the Nobility and Gentry of 


the beſt families in Scotland. The town of Edinburgh is ſuch an 
engine of political influence, that you cannot expect that the 


grandees of this country will bruik its being long in the hands of 


one who has no bottom of family-intereſt, or connections, in 
Scotland. On the contrary, you may lay your account with ſuch 
a combination againſt him, as will render his beſt-meant endea- 


vours for the good of the town ineffectual. Beſides, as the citi- 


zens of Edinburgh, properly ſo called, depend for their fablilkence, 


not upon foreign trade or commerce, but upon the confluence of 


people of rank and fortune in Scotland who chuſe to reſide there; 
Nothing will tend more to draw numbers of ſach to the metropolis, 
chan its being patronized by a man who 1 15 connected warn the firſt 
families of the kingdom. 

40, He ought to be one who has an intereſt in Mid- Lothian, 
and who is upon good terms with the county. As Edinburgh is 


fuatedl i in the heart of that county, and wee on all hands 
| | 1 With. 
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with the eſtates, of its erb le it is in their powor, in many 
inſtances, to facilitate or retard ſuch plans as may he ſet on foot 
for the good of the town; and therefore there cannot be a greater 
blunder. in town- politics, than the maxim I have ſometimes heard 
from the mouths of ſome gaping citizens, That the intereſts of 
the city and county are incompatible. The very reverſe of which 
2H propoſifion, is demonſtrable upon, the principles of common ſenſe ;. 
 and;nothing can more evince the neceſſity of the town and the 
county aCling in concert in all their Solis meaſures, than the 
unhappy conſequences with which the frequent colliſions betwixt 
them have been attended. When their reſpective members are in 
ſeparate intereſts, what can be expected but that they will thwart 
one another in all their operations for, the intereſt of their con- 
| ſtituents ? Where they are in good underſtanding, their conjunct 
influence will be exerted for the good of the town, and all oppo- 
ſition will be prevented from the only. quarter from whence it 
ü could prove effectual. 
$thly, He ought to be popular with all ranks, in the country, 
and in the city. Inſtances frequently occur, where public ſub- 
ſcriptions become neceſlary for carrying, into execution ſuch pro- 
jects as exceed the funds of the city, though highly conducive to 
us beauty.and proſperity. In ſuch caſes, as all theſe projets are 
ſuppoſed to originate from the. great man whe patronizes tlie city, 
and to be ſupported by him, infinite advantage will accrue from 
| his being a favourite of the ſeveral communities who compoſe the 
different claſſes of inhabitants, from the court of ſeſſion and fa- 
culty of advocates, down to the loweſt corporation. 

Laſth, He ought to reſide in the city, or in its vicinity, at all times, 
except when the buſineſs of the nation ſhall require his attend 
ance in parliament. I make this exception, becaufe his attend- 
ance in parliament is neceſſary to his watching over every mo- 
tion that may prove advantageous or prejudicial to the city, and 
exerting .his influence to promote the one or obſtruct the other; 
and I make it the only exception, becauſe his reſidence in the vi- 
cinity of the city is neceſſary, in order that thoſe in the admini- 
ſtration of it may have acceſs for his advice and aſſiſtance upon e 
very emergency. 

Such are the qualifications which I am certain every well-wiſher 75 
of this metropolis would wiſh to ſee united in that great man, 
whoever he is, to whoſe friends you are now. to commir the go- 
vernment of it in the enſuing elections. 

If your preſent repreſentative; poile(s theſe qualifications, and. 
has exerted them with vigour in your behalf, by all means. 
continue his friends in the magiſtracy and council: if not, and 


Ta 
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if even the beſt chat his own warmeſt friends can ſay upon that 
ſubject is, that they wiſh he had done more for he town, then 
now is the time to look about you, if ſuch a man as I have 


deſcribed can be found. And if che voice of Fame ſpeaks 
Many of your: felow-citizens ſtill 


true, you need not look far, 
remember, with gratitude, hat this city owes to John Duke vf 
Are, and his memory ut be dear to every man that deſerves 
a plate in its councils : — No leſs renowned for his Cloquente 
in the ſenate, than for his valonr in the field'; the latter he. exert- 
ed in defence of his country; the former in reſcuing 3 its rnetropo 
lis from that perpetual infamy and difgrace Which miniſterial 
5 vengeance had prepared for it. Is there an inhabitant of Edin- 
burgh, who can read his änimated ſpeech upon that oceaſion, 
without wiſhing to confer every mark of reſpect in their power to 
beſtow upon his poſterity # Is there one who can hefitate a mo- 
ment, in a competition.betyixt the grandſon of John Duke of Ar- 
gyle, and n to which chey thall give. e | xg 5 
ference? I * 
Nor does that young Noblema to whom I alkide; belie the 
illuſtrious race from which he is deſcended. Although educated 
in England, a circumſtance which alienates the affections of ſo 


many of our nobility from their native country, he no ſooner = 
breathed the air of Scotland, than he became a Scotſman; With 


2 princely fortune; and in the higheſt rank of life, could wealth 
Si honours have gratified his . he might, like many of 
his contemporary peers, have led a life of inglorious eaſe, amidſt 
the blandiſhments of a court, unknown to his country. Bur 
bir nobler objects preſented themſelves to his view. Not ſatisfied 
Es | with poſſeſſing the gifts of fortune, he wiſhed, above all things, 
td: co convert them into a fund of beneficence to his country. And 
+ _ it ſoon appeared, that his talents and abilities were not inferior 
N to his public ſpirit. Exalted by his rank and fortune, and ſtill 
| more by the independence of his ſpirit, above all mercenary 
; views, he can have no other motive for wiſhing that the ſphere * 
5 of his political influence may be extended, but that he may have 
ql it in his power to be more extenſively ufeful. And where is 
it natural for him to expect countenance and ſupport, if not 
within theſe walls, which his grandfather preſerved from being 
Tevelled with the ground ?- Is it poſſible, that within thoſe walls. >| 
there can he found ſo much as one independent citizen ſo un- 
grateful as to obſtruct his views? 
Adeone apud memores veſeris flat gratia me 
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